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Sir: 

Attached is a completed Form PTO/SB/08(A&B) and copies of the pertinent parts of the references cited 
thereon. Following are comments on any non-English-Language references pursuant to Rule 98: 

Forssmann shows an atmospheric focusing device with an accelerating and a focusing device, with 
the focusing device made up of a series of lens with decreasing apertures at higher potentials than the 
latter part of the accelerating device, for controlling the direction of the ions. 

Forssmann does not show a laminated tube for introducing gas-phase ions formed at atmospheric 
pressure into lower pressure regions wherein the metal laminates of the laminated tube have 
attracting [or decreasing] electrical potentials than the previous upstream laminate, are used to focus 
and transfer ions in a downstream direction into the lower pressure region, forming an atmospheric-lower 
pressure interface, as it is recited in independent claims 1, 13, 17, and 18, and hence their dependent 
claims 2 to 12, 14 to 16, and 19 to 21. 

To the contrary, Forssmann shows an ion focusing device at atmospheric pressure with increasing 
electrical potentials causing the deceleration and deflection of the ions in the direction of a diaphragm 
opening leading into a lower pressure region, the atmospheric-lower pressure interface. 
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